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Notes on the Slave Trade 

 

I The Malthusian Model 

 

 I.A Population growth equation 

 

 G(P) = ΛP/P = (P2 – P1)/P1  

 In Calculus terms 

 G(P) = dP/P 

 Breaking this down into its two components we get 

 G(P) = nri + nimr 

  

The first component is the natural rate of increase (births minus 
deaths) 

 Where nri is the natural rate of increase = b – d (birth rate minus death rate) 

 As expressed in rates per thousand 

 b = (B/P)*1000 = (live births B)/P 

 and  

 d = (D/P)*1000 = (deaths D)/P 

     

  The second major component is the net immigration rate 

 

 nimr = (imgf – emgf)/P usually expressed as rates per 1000 

  

 where imqf = immigrant inflow per 1000 persons 

  and 

 where emgf = emigrant outflow per 1000 persons 
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A diagram of a Malthusian Equilibrium  

Developed by Ronald Lee 

(the population is assumed closed, no in or out migration) 

 

There are two laws of Malthusian thinking invoked by this diagram 

 

The upper panel in the diagram is the Ultimate Law of Population) 

 

It basically is the law of diminishing returns 

There is an inverse relationship between population size on a fixed land area and output per 
capita 

 

 

The Second Panel, the Lower Panel, represents the Immediate Laws of 
Population 

 

It looks at the so-called immediate checks on population growth 

Namely the preventive check (the birth rate) 

 And 

The positive check (the death rate) 

 

One of Malthus’ key arguments is that the positive and preventative checks are inverse to 
each other 

 

The other key argument has to do with the so-called Iron Law of Wages, the idea that 
technological change leads to population increase but does not raise the standard of living in 
the long-run 
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I.B Malthusian Dynamics 

 

Shifts in the death rate – say due to the plague, influenza outbreaks, etc – can reduce 
the number of persons 

 But the paradox is that this raises the standard of living 

 There are good examples of this: the spread of the plague coming on the heels of the 
Mongolian invasions. 

 Real wages went up in England and other parts of Western Europe 

 But later on population starting growing again, wiping out the increase in real wages 

 Technological improvements or increases in e(h) or h or in the amount of capital per 
worker will also be dissipated due to the Iron Law of Wages 

 

II Slavery 

  

 II.A Slavery in the Ancient World 

  Greek and Roman slavery 

  Slavery discussed in the Old Testament 

  Slavery discussed in the New Testament 

  Slavery as a quasi-caste system? 

 

 II.B Slavery and serfdom in the Middle Ages 

  Islamic trade in slaves in Africa 

 Serfdom in Europe: gradual emancipation in West versus loss of freedom in the 
East 

 

III The Impact of Animal Diseases on Humans 

   

 Mircro-organisms: virus, bacteria and other forms 

Domesticated animals as a source of infectious disease: example – smallpox coming 
from cowpox 
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Natural immunity spreads in Eurasia as a result of natural immunity spreading 
(combined with some early experiments in vaccination) 

Going through the Neolithic Revolution harnessing the potential of domesticated 
animals was critical 

In the Americas the native peoples did not have natural immunity: European invader 
germs often wiped them out 

 

IV The Lack of Native Americans to Enslave led to Demand for Slaves 

 

Why didn’t more Europeans come? 

 Some did: indentured servants; transported criminals. 

 

Packing slaves on slave ships:  

 Reduced costs of transporting people to the New World. 

 

V Christian Views on Slavery were Ambivalent 

 

 Some Catholic Priests opposed slavery in the New World 

  One of the issues was saving souls 

 

The Great Awakening Associated with Evangelical Christian Movements Led to 
Organized Opposition to slave trade and slavery, particularly in the Protestant nations 
like England 

 The Great Awakening occurred in the Americas as well   

 

 

  


