
Economics 328, Economic History of the Pacific Rim, Fall 2015 

Course Registration Number: 11006 

First Lecture 

I Instructor Information 

Carl Mosk 

Office:  BEC 378 

e-mail:  mosk@uvic.ca 

website: www.carlmosk.com 

Office Hours:  11:30 am – 12:00 pm (Noon) on Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday or 

by appointment 

II Class Meetings: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 12:30 pm to 1:20 pm, in 

Clearihue, A127 

 No classes on: Wednesday, October 21 and Wednesday, October 28 

In lieu of class on October 21 and October 28 students are invited to attend my 

presentations in the Economics Brown-Bag series taking place during the  

regularly scheduled class times: 

 On October 14: “Capitalism and Religion (I): The Rise and Diffusion of 

Merchant Capitalism” and 

 On October 21: “Capitalism and Religion (II): Technological Capitalism and 

the Dynamics of Modern Capitalism” 

III Examinations 

IV  Grading 

V Reading 

VI List of Topics 

mailto:mosk@uvic.ca
http://www.carlmosk.com/


III Examinations 

 

 Two examinations: one midterm on Friday October 23, and one final 
 

 Midterm: 
 

30 True/False questions (60 points possible): NCS (bubble sheet) 

drawn from the reading (Memorandum listing the pages in the 

reading to be covered in this section will be made available on my 

website at least one week prior to the examination) 

 

One essay question (40 points possible): largely drawn from lecture 

material 

 

 Final examination (two hours) 
 

50 True/False questions: (50 points possible) NCS (bubble sheet) 

drawn from the reading (Memorandum listing the pages in the 

reading to be covered in this section will be made available on my 

website at least one week prior to the last day of class) 

 

Two essay questions (50 points possible): largely drawn from 

lecture material 

  

 Final examination is NOT cumulative 
 

 



IV Grading 

 

 Midterm = MT 
 

 Final = F 
 

 Total score (TS): .4*MT +.6*F 
 

 

Percentage Range 

 

 

Meaning of the percentage 

90-100 % Outstanding scholarship 

85-89 % Excellent scholarship 

80-84 % Very good scholarship 

77-79 % Good displaying substantial knowledge 

73-76 % Steady performance 

70-72 % Good knowledge but not complete 

65-69 % Satisfactory knowledge 

60-64 % Satisfactory but limited knowledge 

50-59 % Marginally (barely) satisfactory  

 

49 % 

Has achieved at least 50% score in course but 

has failed to complete identified course 

requirements (midterm and final) 

0-49 % Has achieved less than 50% score in course 

and has failed to complete identified course 

requirements (midterm and final) 

 



V Reading 

Required for Purchase: 

 

 Coursepack 

 

 Gregory Clark, A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the Wor 

 

 Deidre McCloskey, Bourgeois Dignity: Why Economics Can’t Explain the 
Modern World * 

 

 Carl Mosk, Japanese Economic Development: Markets, Norms, Structures 

 

 Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence: China, Europe and the Making 
of the Modern World 

 

*: Be sure to purchase the book Bourgeois Dignity NOT Bourgeois Virtue 
also by Deidre McCloskey. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recommended, Not Required (on Two Hour Reserve): 

 

Carl Mosk (2011), Traps Embraced or Escaped: Elites in the Economic 
Development of Modern Japan and China 

and: 

Carl Mosk (2013), Nationalism and Economic Development in Modern 
Eurasia 



VI List of Topics 

 

A From Tribes to States: Violence, Markets and Religion 

Topics covered include: the Neolithic Revolution and the transition from 
hunting and gathering to settled agriculture; the problem of violence in tribal 
societies; from tribal religion to Axial thought and the tension between ruler-
sage and the sage-ruler (Socrates/Plato and the Hebrew Prophets in the West; 
Confucius, Buddha and Taoism in the East). 

 

B A Malthusian World 

 Topics include: (1) the logic of the Malthusian model and historical 
evidence concerning its validity; (2) A natural experiment: The Mongolian 
invasions and the Black Death; (3) Contrast between East and West; the 
Hutterite Indices; and (4) Morris versus Clark on the standard of living. 

 

C Europe Goes Global 

 Topics include: (1) The emergence of the second and third Abrahamic 
religions in the West (Christianity and Islam); (2) the fragmentation of Europe; 
(3) European exploration and colonization; (4) the Protestant Reformation and 
the growing power of European monarchs; (5) the “industrious revolution” in 
Europe; and (6) Asian response to European commercial expansion in Asian 
waters. 

 

D Europe Breaks Out of the Malthusian Trap; the Great Divergence; a 
Second Axial Age Ushered In 

  Topics include: (1) key aspects of the first Industrial Revolution; (2) the 
Enlightenment as a second Axial Age; (3) the Industrial Enlightenment and the 
spread of the knowledge economy as a theory of the Industrial Revolution; and 
(4) alternative theories of the Industrial Revolution. 

 



 

E The Second Industrial Revolution 

 Topics include: (1) electricity and the unit drive system; (2) the internal 
combustion engine and technological progress in transportation; (3) the 
declining prices of steel; and (4) the germ theory of disease and its applications 
to public health and medicine. 

  

 

F Into the Horror of the Hemocylsm 

 Topics include: (1) the impact of the second industrial revolution upon 
warfare; (2) the ideology of fukoku kyōhei and Japan’s emergence as a Far 
Eastern Asian power bidding for hegemony in the region; (3) the impact of 
World War I on the geopolitics of Asia; (4) Japanese militarism and the invasion 
of China. 

 

 

G A World Transformed 

 Topics include: (1) the Cold War; (2) Miracle Growth in Japan; and (3) 
Maoist Growth in China. 

 

 

 


