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Department of Economics    University of Victoria 

Carl Mosk      Economics 320, Fall 2015 

Economic Development 

CRN 11003 

Course Outline and Reading List 

I Introduction 

 

This is a course in economic development. It focuses on the following issues: (1) the 
great divergence and traps impeding economic development; (2) population growth, food 
intake, health and the biological standard of living; (3) savings and infrastructure; (4) politics and 
policies; (5) openness and cultural diversity. 

My personal homepage is www.carlmosk.com. The syllabus for this course and a 
package of overheads for the course that can be downloaded and printed out are available on 
my homepage. As you can see from my personal homepage my research expertise is economic 
history, population economics, and the economic development of Japan and China.While this 
course will cover all regions of the developing world, it will put special emphasis on East Asia, 
particularly on Japan, China, South Korea and Taiwan, countries whose economic development I 
have studied in my research. 

My office hours are 11:30 am to 12:00 pm (Noon) on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
My office is 378 Business and Economics Building, on the third floor. I will meet with students 
outside of these hours but only by appointment (please see me at the end of lecture for an 
appointment). Because I find it difficult to fully answer questions posed to me in e-mail, I 
discourage students from making enquiries or asking informational questions through e-mail. 
Moreover, I cannot guarantee that I will answer e-mail on short notice. 

 

II Administrative Matters 

It should be stressed that performance in this course depends upon your ability to 

read and write. For this reason, you should complete Economics 225 (Writing for 

Economists) before you enroll in this course. 
 

Grading is based upon numerical scores on a midterm and on a final. The midterm score 
is weighted by.4, and the final score is weighted by .6, the two scores added together to yield a 
total numerical score out of 100. The midterm is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, October 20.  
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Students are expected to take examinations at the scheduled time and places. The only 

exception is for an authorized medical excuse. In assigning percentage grades I employ the 

schedule established by the University of Victoria applicable beginning with the Summer Session 

2014. The meaning of these grades is as follows: 

 

Percentage Range 

 

Meaning of the percentage 

90-100 % Outstanding scholarship 

85-89 % Excellent scholarship 

80-84 % Very good scholarship 

77-79 % Good displaying substantial knowledge 

73-76 % Steady performance 

70-72 % Good knowledge but not complete 

65-69 % Satisfactory knowledge 

60-64 % Satisfactory but limited knowledge 

50-59 % Marginally (barely) satisfactory  

 

49 % 

Has achieved at least 50% score in course but 

has failed to complete identified course 

requirements (midterm and final) 

0-49 % Has achieved less than 50% score in course 

and has failed to complete identified course 

requirements (midterm and final) 

 

Students should make note of the following policy adopted by the Department of Economics: 

Plagiarism and Cheating: The standards and reputation of a University are the 

shared responsibility of its faculty and students. Students are expected to observe 

the same standards of scholarly integrity as their academic and professional 

counterparts. Plagiarism and cheating are considered to be serious breach of 

academic integrity and shall be dealt with as such by the Department of 

Economics. 
Please see the University Calendar for examples of plagiarism. 
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Students should also be aware of the following University policy: 

The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a 
positive and safe learning and working environment for all its members. 

Students are advised not to make travel plans until after the examination timetable has been 
finalized. Students who wish to finalize their travel plans at an earlier date should book flights 
that depart after the examination period (see the University Calendar.) There will be no special 
accommodation if travel plans conflict with the examination. 

 

III Readings 

The reading for the course consists of four books, three in paperback editions. The books are as 
follows: 

 Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What 
Can be Done About It (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007, paperback). 

 

 William Easterly, The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economist’s Adventures and 
Misadventures in the Tropics (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2002, 
paperback) 

 

 Carl Mosk, Japanese Economic Development: Markets, Norms, Structures (New 
York: Routledge, 2007, paperback) 

 

 Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time (New York: 
The Penguin Press, 2005, paperback). 

 

Students should purchase all four volumes.  

In addition I have placed on two-hour reserve a copy of the following book: 

 Carl Mosk, Traps Embraced on Escaped: Elites in the Economic Development of 
Modern Japan and China (Singapore: World Scientific, 2011). 

 

On my personal website is a copy of this syllabus and a “coursepack” with copies of 
most of the overheads that I will be showing during the class lectures. I encourage you to print 
out the file with those overheads that are not covered by copyright restrictions as you will not 
have to take as many notes if you have it in hand. 
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IV Course Outline 
 

This outline provides a list of the topics that we will be covering in lecture. For each topic there 
is a list of the reading that you should be doing. It is strongly recommended that you do the 
reading required for each section before or when the corresponding material is covered in 
lecture. 

A The Great Divergence and Traps Impeding Economic Development 
 

Topics covered in the section include: (1) measuring income per capita and levels of economic 
development; and (2) traps impeding economic development. 

 Reading: 

 Collier: Part 1 (Chapter 1). 
 

 Easterly: Chapters 1 and 8. 
 

 Mosk: Chapter 1 and Appendix (pp. 353-370). 
 

 Sachs: Foreword, Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
 

B  Population Growth, Agriculture and Food Consumption, Health and the Biological Standard 
of Living 

 

Topics covered in this section include: (1) the Malthusian model; (2) the demographic transition 
in mortality and fertility; and (3) agricultural productivity, food consumption, and efficiency 
wage feedback on the biological standard of living. 

 Reading: 

 Easterly: Chapter 5. 
 

 Mosk: Chapters 2, 3; pages 174-185; and pages 294-300. 
 

 Sachs: Chapter 10. 
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C  Savings and Infrastructure 

 

Topics covered in this section include: (1) sources of growth accounting, the Harrod-Domar 
model, convergence and the Swann-Solow model, and the endogenous growth model; and (2) 
infrastructure and industrialization. 

 Reading: 

 Easterly: Chapters 3, 4 and 9. 
 

 Mosk: Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 
 

 
 

D  Politics and Policies 

 

Topics covered in this section include: (1) the theory of Neo-liberalism and the promotion of 
democracy; and (2) political dissent, civil conflict, and state failure. 

 Reading: 

 Easterly: Chapters 11, 12, and 13. 
 

 Collier: Chapters 2 and 3. 
 

 Sachs: Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

E  Openness and Diversity 

 

Topics covered in this section include: (1) trade; (2) international migration and diversity; and (3) 
international aid and intervention by advanced countries in the politics and policy making of 
developing countries. 

 Reading: 

 

 Collier:  Chapter 4; Parts 3-5 (Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11) 
 

 Easterly: Chapters 2, 6, 7, 13 and 14. 
 

 Sachs: Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 
 

 

END 

 

 


